[Sex-dependent variations in the institutional career of mentally ill older patients].
The institutional career of all patients over 60 years admitted to a German state hospital during a period of 3 years is investigated with special emphasis on gender differences. It is also studied whether in both genders the kind of the psychiatric disorder, the overall somatic status and the living arrangements are of different importance for the duration of the first hospitalization and the decision to discharge the patient or to transfer him to a nursing home.